Broadway Action Group


Seasons Greetings
As the year comes to an end it falls to me on behalf of the Executive Committee to wish you and yours, all the very best for the Festive Season and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Student Parking
Following our survey earlier this year we discussed the outcome at the Annual General Meeting.  Apart from some minor issues which had arisen since the introduction of the scheme it was felt that the arrangements had worked well.  The City Council have accepted our survey results and will not be undertaking one of their own.

During the discussions that took place the Junction at Kedleston Road and Broadway was discussed at length.  As a result BAG has adopted a policy to press for changes at the junction; ideally we are looking to see the introduction of Traffic Lights to make access from Broadway much safer.

Our thanks to all concerned and particularly to everybody who took the trouble to respond to surveys and attend meetings to help ensure we got it right.  

Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Watch along with the Police have kept us up to date with crime in the area.  One point that was made only recently was the number of incidents in which it had been reported that doors or windows had been left unlocked and allowed entry to homes and parked vehicles.

We do live in a pleasant neighbourhood with a relatively low crime rate.  However, we would recommend that you should take all reasonable precautions to stop people taking advantage.  Unfortunately, in the current climate you are well advised to lock cars and ensure that doors and window in unattended rooms are similarly locked to the outside world.
St Mary’s School
The school continues to resist any approach to bring back into use the drop off and collection area.  The disruption this has caused and the intense feelings generated by problems that have ensued continue to cause us concern.  We, along with some of the public bodies, would like to see the drop off and collection area re-opened but we understand the Head Teacher will not be moved on the subject.
We have been successful in gaining the support of the Neighbourhood Board to fund the introduction of Bollards at the top of Broadway.  This has resulted in parents being unable to park on the grass verge and our verges are now starting to look cared for again.

We still wish to see further controls outside the school.  If the drop off and collection point within the school grounds is unsafe, there is no doubt that what happens between the school gates on the highway is equally unsafe and needs addressing.  Our view is that parking should be banned between 8.15am and 9am and again between 2.45pm to 3.30pm on school days.  
Double yellow lines have been suggested but in reality they are no more enforceable than the single yellow line we already have, The Road Traffic Act provides for people being able to drop off and collect people on roads where single and double yellow lines are in place.  Moreover, they would apply all day everyday considerably disadvantaging residents which we believe to be unfair and unrealistic.  The answer is to have a response that directly deals with the problem and let us be clear this problem only exists during term time and at the beginning and end of the school day.  Other Local Authorities use Traffic Orders backed up by white Zigzag Lines, we believe that Derby City Council should adopt such a scheme outside St Mary’s.
Broadway Speed Limit
The speed limit on Broadway continues to concern us greatly.  I have spoken to the local Police and have been advised that there is some hope if we can demonstrate the need for further controls.  We are taking steps to obtain a piece of kit which checks speeds and flashes up to drivers the speed they are doing.  It also records the number of vehicles using that section of road at any time.  Ideally we would like to see a speed camera on Broadway to catch the idiots who seem to think the speed limit does not apply to them.
The equipment we require will cost £400 to hire.  We are in the process of making a bid to the Neighbourhood Board for a grant to meet the cost.

Duffield Road Bus Lane
The new arrangements on Duffield Road appear to be working well with minimal delays at peak times.  The works to improve the ring road and the dual carriageway at 5 Lamps seem to have enabled vehicles to move more quickly down Duffield Road.

The Bus Lane whilst it worked, it did lead to dangerous situations outbound and in all reality meant HGVs and Buses ended up far too close to pedestrians using the pavement.  Remarkably and thankfully there were very few accidents involving pedestrians or cyclists.
Let’s hope that common sense prevails in future and that we retain what we have now.

The Leylands
We held our AGM at the Leylands again this year and wish to thank the Management for supporting us through the year by providing meeting space for the Executive Committee.  

The Leylands does have facilities which are available to the public.  These facilities are on your doorstep, reasonably priced and good quality.  We urge you to support them when you can.
Broadway Bench
You may have noticed that the Bench has been reinstated on Broadway.  Thanks to the efforts of Ann Crosby this took place earlier in the year.  Further, the City Council were able to do the work well under budget and through the Neighbourhood Board we were able to have the saving used to repair benches in the Park.
Planning
Over the year we have had some mixed fortunes.  We have been successful along with local residents in objecting to the development of houses at the rear the flats on Beech Drive.  On Broadway we initially succeeded in blocking one application at the rear of 19 Penny Long Lane only to see a subsequent application reworked to enlarge the rear garden succeed.
We will continue to monitor Planning Application and supply copies of the weekly Planning List to our members who have email addresses.
Noise Nuisance

Those of you with email will recall that we have circulated an enquiry to establish if residents are being disturbed by music late at night.  From the responses we received it became quite obvious that there was a problem during the weekend in the early hours.
This problem has been heard in many parts of Darley Ward and has been taken up by the Environmental Health Team which is now active at weekends.  If you have cause to complain ring the following number 642020 any time of the day or night.  

As we approach the holiday season it is important that a strong message goes out to venues that local residents will not accept this type of noise nuisance.  If you do have cause to complain let us know so that we can follow it up.
Internet

A significant number of members now have an email address which means we are able to communicate quickly when the need arises.  We also provide copies of the weekly Planning List, copies of Neighbourhood Watch Reports and Police Crime Reports.  We also provide weekly lists of voucher codes which provide members with money saving opportunities.

If like the editor you are becoming advanced in years and are not on the Internet I feel sure family or close friends maybe.  We would be happy to direct these emails to any person to whom you feel you might be able to rely on to pass them on.  We don’t mind if they even take advantage of the information provided.  When renewing your membership just include their email address on the renewal form, it is a simple as that.
Membership
As we enter a new year memberships fall due for renewal.  The cost to renew or join remains at £2.00 for the coming year.  We are a small organisation that works hard for the benefit of residents.  Our presence and involvement with local organisations, Derby City Council, University and Police has seen major improvements in parking and the management of the Neighbourhood as outlined in this Newsletter.  We do need a regular income each year to cover the cost of printing and Room Hire.  For this modest sum we are able to function on your behalf.  Go on, fill in the form below and drop it into me at 290 Broadway.  Our strength is in the numbers we serve.
Wishing you all the very best for the festive season.

[image: image1.jpg]



Alf Fullerton

Chairman

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

I wish to renew my membership/become a member of the Broadway Action Group.  I support the aims and objectives of the Group and will be bound by the Constitution.

Name………………………………………………………

Telephone………………………………………….

Address…………………………………………………..

Email Address……………………………………..

Date……………………………………………………….

I enclose £2.00 membership fee for the year 2012. (Membership is per household)

I support the aims and objectives of the Broadway Action Group. (The constitution is available on request or from the BAG Website www.b-a-g.org).
Signed……………………………………………………………………

1st December 2011
